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Asia’s path in
a transforming world

A more integrated Asia benefits everyone,
ensuring collective resilience in an era of uncertainty

ighty years ago, Asia was
recovering from wars,
colonial legacies and
economic challenges.
Today, it is the world’s economic
engine, contributing more than
half of global growth. But will
this success lead to greater coop-
eration, or will
fragmentation
define the
e e region’s rise?
T The answer
: ..7 % Fs - lies in the choi-
SN ls ceswemake
today. The
Boao Forum for Asia 2025 pre-
sented an opportunity to shape
those decisions, to promote sus-
tainable and inclusive growth.

Indonesia has long played a
role in the Boao Forum. In 2005,
then-president Susilo Bambang
Yudhoyono addressed the forum
under the theme “Asia Searching
for Win-Win: The New Role for
Asia”, That year marked the
establishment of the strategic
partnership between Indonesia
and China, setting the stage for
future collaboration.

Today, the global landscape is
shifting rapidly, with economic
realignments, technological
breakthroughs, geopolitical ten-
sions, and climate change
impaets. Now is the time to think
bigger, act faster, and collaborate
more deeply.

Sustainability is more than cri-
sis management; it's about lifting
communities out of poverty, safe-
guarding natural resources, and
ensuring long-term prosperity.
Resilience may not yield immedi-
ate returns, but it lays the foun-
dation for stability.

Under President Prabowo
Subianto, Indonesia is integrat-
ing infrastructure, food security,
water management and energy
sustainability into a unified
strategy. These areas are inter-
connected. No infrastructure is
valuable without electricity,
clean water or agricultural pro-

Trust, shared
responsibility,
and inclusive
growth must
underpin Asia's
development
agenda.

ductivity. Indonesia’s initiatives,
such as improving irrigation sys-
tems and scaling renewable
energy, contribute to a resilient
economy. [n Central Java,
improved irrigation has boosted
agricultural yields, reducing cli-
mate risks.

No country can tackle sustain-
able development alone. Climate
risk, energy security and food
resilience are global challenges
that require cooperation. True
sustainability can only be
achieved through joint action.

Three areas stand out: infra-
structure connectivity, the clean
energy transition and digital
transformation.

Infrastructure connectivity is
crucial for trade and investment.
Without efficient roads, ports
and digital networks, economic
growth stagnates, Indonesia
advocates for deeper cooperation
on cress-border infrastructure to
ensure widespread benefits. The
Master Plan on ASEAN Connec-
tivity 2025 offers a framework,
while countries like Vietnam and
Thailand highlight how public-
private partnerships can acceler-
ate development.

Building on this regional com-
mitment, Indonesia actively fos-
ters partnerships with key
international players to enhance
its infrastructure network. A
notable example is the Jakarta-
Bandung High-Speed Railway,
also known as Whoosh, devel-
oped in collaboration with China
as part of Indonesia’s broader

infrastructure strategy. Beyond
enhancing connectivity, the
project stimulates economic
growth along its corridor, gener-
ating new opportunities for busi-
nesses and local communities.

Regional cooperation is vital
for the clean energy transition.
Moving away from fossil fuels
presents challenges for emerging
economies, but reliance on out-
dated energy sources is unsus-
tainable. The Asian
Development Bank estimates
that unchecked climate change
could shrink regional GDP by up
to 17 percent by 2070. On the oth-
er hand, investment in green
infrastructure and clean energy
could unlock billions of dollars in
economic gains and create thou-
sands of jobs. Indonesia, with the
world’s largest geothermal
reserves, is making renewable
energy a central part of its strate-
£y.

Indonesia’s energy transition
extends bevond zeothermal
development to the strategic
expansion of its battery and elec-
tric vehicles ecosystem. A key
priority is advancing its nickel
downstream industry to maxi-
mize domestic value creation
and strengthen global competi-
tiveness. To support this vision,
Indonesia has engaged interna-
tional partners, with investment
from China playing a significant
role in accelerating development.
By leveraging its resources, fos-
tering innovation, and driving
industrial growth, Indonesia is
positioning itself as a major play-
er in the global battery and EV
supply chain.

Digital governance must also
be addressed. Artificial intelli-
genee, data and automation are
reshaping industries, offering
potential to enhance energy effi-
ciency, healthcare and education.
But without regulation, these
technologies could widen ine-
qualities and create security
risks. Indonesia supports the
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establishment of a global frame-
work for Al governance to
ensure technology benefits socie-
ty while reducing digital divides.
Clear regulations and ethical
standards are necessary for
inclusive growth.

As global dynamics change,
Asia stands at a critical juncture,
‘Will it become a battleground for
rivalries, or will it rise as a uni-
fied force for stability and
progress? Traditional security
frameworks that focus on mili-
tary strength and economic pow-
er are no longer sufficient. Long-
term resilience now depends on
food, water and energy security,
as well as defense and diplomacy.

For decades, the Association of
the Southeast Asian Nations has
anchored regional stability, guid-
ed by the belief that regional
challenges require regional solu-
tions. Strengthening ASEAN
institutions, advancing security
dialogues, and reinforcing multi-
lateral partnerships are key to
lasting peace and economic resil-
ience. A connected Asia is not
only an engine of growth but also
a pillar of geopolitical stability.
Through cooperation with
diverse partners, including Chi-
na as a comprehensive strategic
partner, ASEAN plays a vital role
in promoting inclusive and sus-
tainable growth, ensuring that
the benefits are widely shared
across the region.

Regional cooperation faces
challenges such as diverging

national interests and economic
digparities. But the cost of frag-
mentation is much higher. A
more integrated Asia benefits
everyone, ensuring collective
resilience in an era of uncertain-

tv.

Sustainable development is no
longer just an economic priority;
it is a security imperative. Trust,
shared responsibility, and inclu-
sive growth must underpin Asia’s
development agenda. Decisions
made today will determine
whether the region emergesasa
model of unity and innovation or
succumbs to division and short-
termism.

The future is not something to
wait for; it is something we build
together. Governments must
commit to bold reforms, busi-
nesses must drive sustainable
innovation, and regional part-
nerships must move from rhetor-
ic to results. Only then will Asia’s
rise be defined by collaboration
rather than fragmentation.

As the Javanese say, Becik keti-
i1k, olo ketore; good deeds will be
seen, and bad deeds will not stay
hidden forever. The choices we
make will define the world our
children inherit.
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